The Challenge of Hizb Ut Tahrir: Central Asian
Studies 21

Hizb Ut Tahrir (HT) is a transnational Islamist organization that poses a
significant challenge to the stability and security of Central Asia. With its
ideology rooted in a fundamentalist interpretation of Islam, HT seeks to
establish a global caliphate and has been actively recruiting and
radicalizing individuals in the region.
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This article provides a comprehensive analysis of HT's presence and
activities in Central Asia, covering its historical background, organizational
structure, recruitment strategies, and counter-terrorism measures
employed by regional governments. By understanding the multifaceted
nature of HT, policymakers and security experts can develop effective
strategies to mitigate its threat and promote peace and stability in the
region.
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Historical Background

HT was founded in Jerusalem in 1953 by Tagiuddin al-Nabhani, a
Palestinian Islamic scholar. The organization's ideology is based on a
puritanical interpretation of Islam and its goal is to establish an Islamic
caliphate across the world. HT rejects the concept of nation-states and
promotes the idea of a global Islamic community governed by Sharia law.

HT's activities in Central Asia began in the late Soviet period, when it
established connections with Muslim groups in the region. Following the
collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, HT expanded its presence in Central
Asian countries, taking advantage of the political and economic instability.

Organizational Structure

HT is a highly organized and hierarchical group with a strict internal
structure. The organization is led by a global leadership council, known as
the Majlis al-Shura, which is based in London. Regional offices are
responsible for coordinating activities in different parts of the world,
including Central Asia.

HT operates through a network of cells, which are usually composed of 5-
10 members. Cells are responsible for recruiting new members, organizing
gatherings, and disseminating HT propaganda. HT also maintains a strong
online presence, using social media and other platforms to spread its
ideology.

Recruitment Strategies

HT's recruitment strategies in Central Asia focus on targeting marginalized
and disenfranchised individuals, particularly young people. The



organization exploits social and economic grievances, such as poverty,
unemployment, and political corruption, to attract new members.

HT recruiters often operate in universities, mosques, and online forums,
where they engage with potential recruits and present HT's ideology as a
solution to their problems. HT also uses propaganda materials, such as
leaflets and videos, to spread its message.

Counter-Terrorism Measures

Central Asian governments have taken various measures to counter HT's
activities in the region. These measures include:

= Legal bans: HT is banned in all Central Asian countries, and its
members are subject to arrest and imprisonment.

= Surveillance and monitoring: Governments closely monitor HT
activities through intelligence agencies and law enforcement.

= Counter-radicalization programs: Governments have implemented
programs to address the root causes of radicalization, such as
providing education and employment opportunities for marginalized
communities.

= International cooperation: Central Asian countries cooperate with
each other and with international organizations to share intelligence
and to develop coordinated counter-terrorism strategies.

Hizb Ut Tahrir poses a significant challenge to the stability and security of
Central Asia. Its ideology, which advocates for the establishment of a global
caliphate, has the potential to inspire violent extremism and radicalize
individuals in the region.



By understanding HT's historical roots, organizational structure, recruitment
strategies, and counter-terrorism measures, policymakers and security
experts can develop effective strategies to mitigate its threat and promote
peace and stability in the region.

The book "The Challenge of Hizb Ut Tahrir: Central Asian Studies 21"
provides a comprehensive analysis of the organization's presence and
activities in Central Asia. This book is an essential resource for
researchers, policymakers, and anyone interested in understanding the
complex challenges posed by Islamist extremism in the region.
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