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In his book, 'Getting China Wrong', Aaron Friedberg argues that the West
has fundamentally misunderstood China's rise. He contends that China is
not a benign actor, but rather a revisionist power seeking to overturn the
existing global Free Download. Friedberg's book has sparked a lively
debate among scholars and policymakers, with some applauding its
provocative thesis and others criticizing its pessimistic outlook.

Friedberg's Arguments

Friedberg's central argument is that China is a "revisionist power" that
seeks to "change the existing rules and norms of the international system".
He points to China's growing military spending, its assertive behavior in the
South China Sea, and its ambitious Belt and Road Initiative as evidence of
its revisionist ambitions. Friedberg argues that China's ultimate goal is to
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displace the United States as the world's leading power and to establish a
new world Free Download based on its own values and interests.

Strengths of the Book

Friedberg's book provides a comprehensive analysis of China's
rise and its implications for the world. He draws on a wide range of
sources, including Chinese official documents, speeches by Chinese
leaders, and scholarly research. This allows him to present a nuanced
and detailed picture of China's foreign policy goals and strategies.

Friedberg's book raises important questions about the future of
US-China relations. He argues that the United States must adopt a
more realistic and assertive approach to dealing with China. He calls
for a stronger US military presence in the Asia-Pacific region, a more
robust economic strategy to counter China's economic rise, and a
more concerted effort to promote democracy and human rights in
China.

Weaknesses of the Book

Friedberg's book is overly pessimistic about China's future. He
argues that China is inevitably destined to become a hostile
superpower that will challenge the United States for global dominance.
However, there is no historical evidence to support this claim. In fact,
many revisionist powers in the past have eventually become integrated
into the existing international Free Download. China may follow a
similar path.

Friedberg's book ignores the positive aspects of US-China
relations. While it is true that there are significant challenges in the
relationship, there are also areas of cooperation. For example, China



and the United States have worked together on climate change,
nuclear non-proliferation, and counterterrorism. These areas of
cooperation could provide a foundation for building a more stable and
productive relationship in the future.

Aaron Friedberg's book, 'Getting China Wrong', is a provocative and
important contribution to the debate over China's rise. Friedberg raises
important questions about the future of US-China relations and the global
Free Download. However, his book is also overly pessimistic about China's
future and ignores the positive aspects of US-China relations. Ultimately,
the best way to understand China's rise is to engage with China and to
work with it to build a more stable and prosperous world.
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