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Father Damien: The Martyr of Molokai is a powerful and moving account of
the life and work of Damien de Veuster, a Belgian priest who dedicated his
life to serving the lepers of Molokai, Hawaii. Stevenson's vivid prose and
passionate storytelling bring Damien's story to life, creating a lasting portrait
of a man who embodied the true spirit of Christianity.

Damien's Early Life and Calling

Damien de Veuster was born in Belgium in 1840. He was a devout Catholic
from a young age, and he felt a strong calling to serve the poor and sick. In
1864, he joined the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary,
a Catholic religious Free Download dedicated to serving lepers.

In 1865, Damien was sent to Molokai, a remote Hawaiian island that was
home to a colony of lepers. The conditions on Molokai were appalling. The
lepers were forced to live in isolation, and they were often treated with
cruelty and neglect.

Damien's arrival on Molokai was a turning point for the lepers. He
immediately set to work improving their living conditions. He built new
houses for them, he established a hospital and a school, and he provided
them with food and clothing.

More importantly, Damien offered the lepers something that they had been
denied for years: compassion and dignity. He treated them with respect,
and he listened to their stories. He showed them that they were not
outcasts, but loved children of God.
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Damien's Work on Molokai

Damien quickly realized that the lepers' greatest need was for spiritual
care. He began to teach them about the Catholic faith, and he baptized
many of them. He also celebrated Mass with them regularly, and he offered
them comfort and support.

Damien's work on Molokai was not without its challenges. He faced
opposition from some of the other priests on the island, who believed that
he was putting himself at risk by serving the lepers.

He also faced the constant threat of contracting leprosy himself. In 1885,
he was diagnosed with the disease, and he knew that he would eventually
die from it.

Despite the challenges, Damien continued to serve the lepers of Molokai
until his death in 1889. He is remembered as one of the greatest saints of
the Catholic Church, and his work continues to inspire people around the
world.

Stevenson's Account of Damien's Life

Robert Louis Stevenson first met Damien in 1889, shortly before the
priest's death. Stevenson was deeply impressed by Damien's work, and he
wrote an account of his life and ministry in the book Father Damien: The
Martyr of Molokai.

Stevenson's book is a powerful and moving tribute to Damien. Stevenson
tells the story of Damien's life with great compassion and insight, and he
captures the true spirit of the man who became known as the "Apostle to
the Lepers."



Father Damien: The Martyr of Molokai is a classic of Christian literature,
and it remains one of the most inspiring stories of faith and service ever
told.

Father Damien: The Martyr of Molokai is a powerful and moving account of
the life and work of a truly remarkable man. Damien de Veuster was a
priest who dedicated his life to serving the lepers of Molokai, Hawaii. He
treated them with compassion and dignity, and he showed them the true
meaning of Christian love.

Damien's story is an inspiration to us all. It shows us that even in the
darkest of times, there is always hope. It shows us that even the smallest of
actions can make a difference in the world. And it shows us that the love of
God is powerful enough to overcome even the most terrible of diseases.
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