
Beyond Brexit: Towards a British Constitution
An Exploration of the Future of British Governance

London, United Kingdom - June 23, 2023 - In a groundbreaking new
book, "Beyond Brexit: Towards a British Constitution," renowned
constitutional scholar Professor Sir John Curtice delves into the complex
landscape of post-Brexit Britain, exploring the urgent need for constitutional
reform.

With the United Kingdom having left the European Union, the nation finds
itself at a pivotal juncture, its constitutional framework in dire need of
modernization. The book argues that a codified constitution is essential to
address the challenges and opportunities presented by Brexit and to
provide a clear and stable foundation for the country's future governance.

**Navigating a Constitutional Maze
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Brexit has exposed a fundamental flaw in the British constitution: its
uncodified nature. This has resulted in an opaque and fragmented system
that has failed to keep pace with the evolving needs of the nation. A
codified constitution, on the other hand, would provide a clear and
comprehensive framework, ensuring that the fundamental principles of
government are enshrined in law.

Professor Curtice examines the various models of constitutions adopted by
other countries, drawing lessons from successful implementations and
cautionary tales from failed attempts. He argues that a "homegrown"
constitution, tailored to the unique circumstances of the United Kingdom, is
essential for its success.

**Constitutional Imperatives in a Post-Brexit Era

The book identifies key constitutional imperatives that Britain must address
in the wake of Brexit:

Devolution and Federalism: Brexit has reignited debates about the
devolution of power to Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland. A
constitutional framework must clarify the division of responsibilities
between central and devolved governments.

Human Rights: The UK's withdrawal from the EU has raised concerns
about the future of human rights protections. A codified constitution
could provide a stronger foundation for safeguarding fundamental
rights.

Judicial Independence: Brexit has also highlighted the importance of
judicial independence. A constitutional framework can strengthen the



judiciary's role in upholding the rule of law and protecting citizens'
rights.

**A Path Forward for British Governance

Professor Curtice presents a compelling vision for a British constitution that
is both flexible and enduring. He argues that it should be a living document,
adaptable to changing circumstances while preserving the core principles
of democracy, human rights, and the rule of law.

The book concludes with a series of practical recommendations for the
establishment of a constitutional assembly and a process for public
consultation and engagement. It emphasizes the importance of building a
broad consensus among all political parties and the public to ensure the
legitimacy and durability of the new constitutional framework.

**

"Beyond Brexit: Towards a British Constitution" is a timely and thought-
provoking work that provides a much-needed roadmap for the future of
British governance. It is a call to action for constitutional reform, a reform
that is essential to safeguard the nation's democracy, protect its citizens'
rights, and ensure its long-term stability and prosperity.

About the Author:

Professor Sir John Curtice is a renowned constitutional scholar and political
scientist. He is Professor of Politics at the University of Strathclyde and
Senior Research Fellow at the National Centre for Social Research.



Professor Curtice is widely regarded as one of the leading experts on
British politics and constitutional law.
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